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The Known and Social Isolation
Imposed of Trans People in Brazil

Tathiane Aratjo!

The crude concept of social isolation says that it is a behavior in which the
individual ceases to participate voluntarily or not, in group social activities such as
work and entertainment.

In most concepts, including in publications by medical professionals, it is
generally observed in the elderly, homeless population or groups with little
mobility. It is also reported and visible in cases caused by physical and |/ or
psychological diseases, which can influence the emergence of social isolation.

However, this word so used and necessary during the pandemic caused by
the new coronavirus, was already a reality imposed on the population of trans
people, and often the cause has nothing to do with the causative agents mentioned
above.

Social isolation is also related to different types of prejudice, such as ethnic,
cultural, religious and economic. At other times, people and social groups, who
suffer some kind of discrimination, are invited to isolate themselves from society.

We must resume the understanding that social isolation is the act of
separating an individual or a group from living with the rest of society. This isolation
can be voluntary or not. When there is a force majeure, whether imposed by the
government, whether by a situation of war or pandemic, or even a curfew caused

by urban violence, isolation is forced.

! TATHIANE AQUINO DE ARAUJO is President of the National Network of Trans People of Brazil -
TRANS BRAZIL NETWORK; National Counselor for Combating Discrimination and Prevention of LGBT
Rights - CNDC LGBT; National Councilor for Social Assistance - CNAS.
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When the individual or group voluntarily isolates itself, due to mental health
issues or as a result of emotional illnesses, caused by discrimination, there is social
isolation imposed by the social situation.

We know a world in which rules are imposed and social roles correlated to
the idea that your genitalia determines and forces everyone to play them as a single
script, makes many of us, unable to find their place of living and shaking in prejudice
and discrimination, which go beyond the streets, where the media only mostly
report physical violence, but she is also at home, within the family.

Society understands transvestites and transsexualities as a problematic
choice. Some religious believe that it is a disease and disrespect the
recommendations of those who deal with pathologies such as the World Health
Organization, which in addition to talking about COVID-19 and trans people, already
understands sexual orientation and gender identity with a different perspective.

The proof that sectors of society attack, persecute and push the trans
population to distance themselves from social life were actions in the Brazilian
courts, with lawsuits against the resolution of the Federal Council of Psychology,
which responsibly seeks to discuss mental illness, caused by years of discrimination
and social exclusion.

It is in our adolescence that the social behavior employed by Trans People
begins to be internalized, which are first reproduced by family members, soon after
in schools, in religious institutions, in the workplace, in short, in social spaces, often
a universe aggressive, to a mostly reclusive, unhappy, antisocial, depressive
behavior in which his low self-esteem naturally leads to his social death.

The trajectory starts early with unpreparedness to understand and live with
our condition in adolescence followed by exclusion, suffering, verbal, sexual abuse,
hostility, and all of this seems natural in the social environment, as a consequence of
their “Choice”. In more than 20 years of social movement, | still hear reports that
the misunderstanding of transvestites and transsexuality. Not only do they confuse
sexual orientation and sound like an affront to a standard model of society, it also

affects transvestites and transsexuals. We have already heard several absurdities
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such as: childhood abuse, drawing attention due to the family's deficit, wanting to
confront and assault people, seeking sexual relationships and or fantasies, etc. as
reasons for a person to identify themselves as a transvestite or transsexual. We
know it is much more than that. It is about being and, above all, living.

Our imposed social isolation generates poverty, misery, mortality, increased
unemployment, increased violence and marginalization of transvestite and
transsexual people in Brazil, who live this reality, because historically we have been
reduced and excluded from social spaces.

In this Dossier “Transphobia: the Pandemic that Brazil Has Not Yet
Extinguished and the Social Isolation We Know” we show the monitoring of
murders and suicides in 2020, as well as the brutal deaths that occurred in that
period. The numbers reveal a cruel reality, when prejudice, discrimination and the
stigma of being / identifying as a trans person in Brazil still cause many deaths, not
only physical, but also social and, during the isolation period, caused by the

pandemic of the new Coronavirus, was more evident in all Brazilian regions.



Situation of Trans People in Latin
America and the Caribbean
during the Pandemic and the
Health Crisis by COVID-19,
Aggravated by the Absence of
Governments

Marcela Romero*

Trans people in Latin America and the Caribbean are victims of the violence
and structural discrimination that exists in the countries of the region. This context
generates poverty, social exclusion and forced migration, radicalized in those places
where the presence of fundamentalist religious movements threatens our rights,
freedoms and desires.

The year 2020 was marked by an unprecedented health crisis, which exposed
the terrible lives that trans people are forced to live. In March, when quarantines
began to be decreed in several countries, there were no programs to help or
support our population, let alone participate in its creation and design. Two weeks
after the quarantines began, we were left without food, sanitation products and
resources to access these supplies.

Why do trans people die? Because historically our rights have been violated.
Without access to education, justice, work or decent housing, trans people are
driven to live in poverty and marginalization.

Furthermore, in the absence of legal recognition of our self-perceived
identities, we cannot access basic and elementary human rights.

Therefore, since 2004, the year of the creation of the Latin American and
Caribbean Network of Trans People, we who are part of this political and social

framework have been defending the implementation of Gender Identity Laws in

2 MARCELA ROMERO is Regional Coordinator for the Latin American and Caribbean Trans People
Network (RedLacTrans)
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countries that recognize us as subjects of law and, therefore, , all trans people have
access to human rights.

Currently, only 7 countries across the region have this Law. Other countries
have been presenting bills for at least 5 years to debate and approve in Congress
the recognition of our identities, but the lack of political will and the interference of
religious morals in leads to remain hidden.

According to the data published in the 2019-2020 report, “Stop killing us”,
from the Documentation and Trans Situation Center of Latin America and the
Caribbean (CeDoSTALC), we see that:

- Over 50% of cases of human rights violations or transgender people are not
reported. Marking the level of impunity with which our bodies are beaten.
- More than half 53.5% of acts of violence occur on public roads. 42% of the
violations recorded by this investigation correspond to extreme forms of
violence, that is, homicide, beatings and rape. In addition, 40% of the acts of
violence are perpetrated by people or groups that have firepower over the
violated person, that is, security forces, military, private security and criminal
groups.

- As for the level of education of trans people affected by this research, it

indicates that 30.6% have not completed their primary studies. Moreover,

that only 2.3% had the possibility to complete tertiary education.

- Regarding the employment situation of the people affected by this report,

we see that 42.2% of the people are sex workers and that 28.3% have not

declared any type of work, which reflects the huge number of victims of
violence that are dedicated sporadic, unregistered and survival jobs. Only

2.8% declared that they are dedicated to activism.

But what are these numbers? They are a portion, hardly a picture of the
reality of the trans people in the region. Region in which we died around the age of
35-40, in the absence of states and in the absence of policies that aim to repair the

damage and guarantee access to human rights.
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What do trans people demand? The news is not good. We started the year
2021 with titles that announce the arrival of a second wave of infections, and say
that they are coming stronger. That immunize antibodies and, therefore, can
increase the mortality of the population affected by the COVID-19 virus.

In that sense, trans people do not want to continue to be forgotten about
democracy. We demand to be part of the emergency committees so that our
problems are heard. We demand to be part of the budgets for programs to support
vulnerable populations.

It is urgent to have programs for access to comprehensive health care, in
which our identities are respected and where care is adequate and of quality. The
lack of access to comprehensive health care for transgender people and the lack of
food are two of the main violations suffered by our population in the region. Trans
people continue to have the highest HIV prevalence rate and positive results have
been a constant in Latin American and Caribbean countries during the COVID-19
pandemic. Without access to comprehensive health, trans people die by disdain for
governments, but also, in cases where we can have access to medicines and
treatments, we also run the risk of suffering from diseases (such as gastrointestinal)
due to not having an adequate diet for our health. .

We also mentioned the lack of legal recognition of our self-perceived
identities as one of the main problems during the COVID-19 pandemic, since, in
many countries in the region, our freedom of movement was restricted by the
creation of decrees that segregated the population by " sex "as indicated by our
identity documents to be able to move around in search of food and supplies to
survive during social isolation. One of the best known was called "peak and
gender", men could go out on certain days and times and women on others. Trans
people were victims of institutional violence and repression when they tried to
circulate in the days according to our self-perceived identity. And that’s why there
must be a Gender Identity Act in all countries in the region, a law that will allow us

to access all rights.
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Forced migration, lack of information, criminalization and persecution, lack
of access to health and economic, social, political, cultural and environmental rights,
hate crimes, lack of access to justice make life expectancy for trans people be
affected at lower rates, during the COVID-19 pandemic and in the absence of states.

We want nothing less than equality.
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INTRODUCTION

The National Network of Trans People in Brazil (TRANS BRAZIL
NETWORK) was founded in 2009, in the city of Rio de Janeiro-R].
Since then, it has become a reference as a national institution that
represents trans people (transvestites, trans women and men,
non-binary people), legitimately denouncing human rights
violations, always in the fight for full citizenship and
guaranteeing the rights of trans people , combating any
forms of discrimination, prioritizing the implementation of
public policies through advocacy in the three spheres
(municipal, state and federal), monitoring and guiding laws
and jurisprudence in force as well as demanding
effectiveness in advances for the trans population.
Since 2011, at the international level, the Trans Brazil Network
has been participating in the main discussions on the rights of
: trans people in Latin America and the Caribbean, through the
Latin American and Caribbean Trans People Network (REDLACTRANS), an
exclusive organization for debates on issues related to transvestites and
transsexuals, proposing claims of trans people in Brazil as well as focusing in an
organized manner, so that joint actions by countries that sign international treaties
can minimize the violence and human rights violations that occur daily in all
regions of Brazil.

About 72 (seventy-two) entities, in all Brazilian states and in the Federal
District, are associated with the Trans Brasil Network, and through their executive
commissions and local leaders, they carry out social control of policies for the trans
population, in addition to helping in the monitoring of transphobia cases in their
cities, giving consistency and veracity to the numbers of murders, suicides and

brutal deaths of trans people.
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In this edition of “TRANSPHOBIA: The Pandemic
that Brazil Has Not Yet Extinguished and the Social
Isolation We Know” (DOSSIE TRANS BRAZIL
NETWORK, 2020), we present homicide data of trans
people, with numbers by regions, states and Brazilian
cities ; the gender identity of the victims; the age; the
race / color cutout; the profession / occupation; the
locations of the murders and; causes of death. We also
demonstrate cases of suicide and brutal deaths, which
reveal the consequences of abandonment and social
isolation, caused not by a pandemic caused by a real
virus, but by the daily transphobia that affects trans
people, when there is no equal opportunity.

The intention of Trans Brazil Network with this
work of Monitoring of homicides, suicides and brutal
deaths throughout Brazil is to provide indicators of the
last five years, so that vulnerabilities are visible and
serve as the basis for public policy proposals, which
prioritize the specificities of Brazilian trans population.

In order to expand and qualify debates about
trans people in Brazil, we are bringing, in this Edition, a
Series of Reflections by: Adriana Lohanna dos Santos,
Alicia Kriiger, Carolina Parisotto, Cristiany Beatriz
Santos, Dediane Souza, Isabelly Maria de Carvalho and
Thiago Ribeiro Costa.

Happy reading to everyone!
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MONITORING: MURDERS, SUICIDE AND
BRUTAL DEATHS OF TRANS PERSONS IN
BRAZIL IN 2020

METHODOLOGY

Trans Brazil Network carries out the work of monitoring murders of
transvestite and transsexual people, starting in 2016, valuing safe information and
reliable data, from confirmation to the cataloging of cases. Thus, when we receive a
report or news of a homicide case against trans people, we initially look for well-
known and respected sources, and then we call on the local Trans Brazil affiliates
to seek information from official bodies, such as the Secretaries of Security Of its
States and Municipalities, Center for Combating LGBTphobia and other official
means of verification. Only based on this careful search, do we catalog the cases
whose sources are journalistic articles, published in communication vehicles and

confirmed by our association members. In this way, we proceed, in a responsible
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and reliable way, a cataloging that reflects the reality in its entirety, in a
quantitative and qualitative way.

In this year of 2020, we had a large number of underreporting and cases
that were not reported, but that were people known to our affiliated companies
and, therefore, real cases and from reliable sources. Those cases that were not
broadcast by the media were attached separately as "Brutal Cases". We chose this
nomenclature, because in addition to being a murder, there was also the violence
of not even being reported by the media. In this category, we also include the
number of suicides of transgender people in the year 2020.

The social isolation caused by the pandemic of the new coronavirus has
accentuated and revealed a sad reality experienced by trans people, given the lack
of opportunities and abandonment. The 2020 monitoring reveals the DEATH OF
TRANS PEOPLE, whether death by murder or by social exclusion / prejudice that
led to suicide.

There may be inconsistencies in disclosure, in part, due to the media and
public security agencies' lack of awareness of a transgender person's gender
identity. Unfortunately, there are still cases that are publicized and / or registered
as “the transvestite”, “the transvestite”, “homosexual with feminine clothes”. In
other cases, they disrespectfully inform the victim's civil registration name (when
it has not yet been rectified / changed), exposing the photo of the identity card,
without respecting any of the victim's gender identity.

We know that there may be other cases, in addition to those reported
below, either due to underreporting or lack of sensitivity by official public security
organizations.

Throughout this Dossier, we will mention only the expression “trans
people”3 and when using it, we are including transvestites, transsexual women,

transsexual men and non-binary people.

? The United Nations Development Program adopts “trans people” as an expression that has become
popular and the word “trans” used here to include all people whose sense of gender identity differs
from the sex they were assigned at birth. In: Discussion Paper Transgender Health and Human Rights,
December 2013. Available at: <http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/librarypage/hiv-
aids/discussion-paper-on-transgender-health --- human-rights.html>. Accessed on: 2 jan. 2021.
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In some graphs, the sum of the cases will not reach the total number of
cases, because for a better visualization of the data, we did not insert the category
“Not Informed”, which refers in each analysis, to what was not informed in the

article / source about the case specific.

DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION

In the year 2020, we registered 184 (one hundred and eighty-four) cases of
deaths of trans people, an increase of 50.82% in relation to the year 2019, in which
122 (one hundred and twenty-two) cases were registered. It is worth mentioning
that in the year 2020 ALL the MURDER cases we recorded were transvestites and
transsexual women.

We also catalog the cases of suicides among the trans population in this
Dossier. We know that it is a number that does not reflect reality, as many suicide
cases are not reported and some of them are underreported. Thus, we had 22
(twenty-two) reported cases, also a considerable increase (29.41%) in relation to
2019, when, at that time, we recorded 17 (seventeen) cases.

It is not possible to point out, with certainty, a specific cause for such a
significant increase in deaths in the year 2020. Due to the pandemic, the
population should stay at home, for their own safety. However, we know that a
large part of the population of transvestites and transsexual women needed to
continue fighting on the streets to ensure their own livelihood, even with the risk
of being contaminated by the new coronavirus.

Below we present the data cataloged in the year 2020, with some cutouts,

starting with the total number of deaths, separated monthly:

* NOTE FROM ORGANIZERS: A considerable number of transgender people in Brazil identify themselves
as “transvestites”, because in a period of dictatorship that was from the 60s until the beginning of the
80s, many were persecuted by the police, repressed and discriminated against, for mistaken, as a
homosexual dressed in women's clothing. Today, as a symbol of resistance, empowerment and to
deconstruct stigma, many trans people prefer to be represented in society with that expression.

16



TRANSPHOBIA: The Pandemic that Brazil Has Not Yet Extinguished and the
Redelrans Social Isolation We Know — Monitoring: Murders, Suicides and Brutal Deaths

REDE NACIONAL D[\PESSGAS 'I.RANG = BRASIL
& of Trans People in Brazil - Dossier, 2020

DEATHS PER MONTH

25
20 =
19 19 [ ]
15 R |18
15| |15 15 [ ]
13 13| |
10 12
; 8
9] —_— —_— = —_— —_— —_— —_— —_— _ = _ —_—
S , . e \\\ -2?\ o \J\“‘\ \'v;‘ ,\'\‘} . :zf‘ & @
FFE Y ¢SS
NP «@ ka Y o~ & o
= = Q

Graph 01 - Total Number of Deaths per Month
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

We can see that before the start of the pandemic, the number of cases was
very high. In March, when social distance began, that number dropped, but then it
went up again.

We emphasize again that ALL 162 (one hundred and sixty-two) CASES OF
MURDERS WERE AGAINST TRANSSEX AND TRANSEXUAL WOMEN we did not find
any case of murder against trans men, this does not mean that it did not exist, but
that underreporting with this part of the population it is still big in Brazil.

The first information to be analyzed is the Victims' Gender Identity. We will
demonstrate it in two ways: the first with the separation of transvestites and
transsexual women, and this datum was informed according to what was reported
in the news; and the second way included the numbers of transvestites and
transsexual women, with terms that did not respect the gender identity of the
victims, propagated by the media.

In 28 (twenty-eight) cases we did not have any reference to the victim's
gender identity in the media, either because the source was our affiliate, the
person's profile on Facebook or Instagram, or because the report did not refer to

her as a trans person.

17



l’,ﬁsnm% Social Isolation We Know — Monitoring: Murders, Suicides and Brutal Deaths

& TRANSPHOBIA: The Pandemic that Brazil Has Not Yet Extinguished and the
deiu of Trans People in Brazil - Dossier, 2020

GENDER IDENTITY OF VICTIMS REPORTED BY THE

MEDIA
120
100 96
80
60 50
40
20
- 3 3
0 | ] ]
Men Trans Men Homosexual Trans Women Travetites

Graph 02 - Gender Identity Informed by the Media
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Grouping the categories of transvestites and transsexual women, we can
observe that when adding the data obtained, deaths against them correspond to a

total of 96% of cases: 175 (one hundred and seventy-five).

DEATHS OF TRANS PEOPLE AND
GENDER IDENTITIES

M Trans Men

m Travetites and Trans Women

Graph 03 -Deaths of Trans Person and Gender Identities
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021
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We also analyzed the way in which the media reported to trans people,
treated them properly, used correct first names, whether or not the civil name of
trans people was disclosed (when not yet rectified) and disrespected the rights of

trans people. The result of the reported cases was as follows:

GENDER IDENTITY RESPECTED BY MEDIA

mYes mNo

Graph 04 - Gender Identity Respected by Media
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Another data that we consider important to analyze is the age of trans
people. We observed that deaths up to 30 years old prevail. If we subtract the total
number of deaths by unreported cases 76 (seventy-six), we will have 108 (one
hundred and eight) people with the revealed age information and, when adding
the cases with ages between 15 to 30, we will have 64 (sixty-four) cases. With that,
we can see that in 59.25% of the cases the population of trans people is murdered

under the age of 30.
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Graph 05 - Age of Victims
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

The race / color profile of the victims is also analyzed in this approach, due
to the increasingly growing cases against the black population in Brazil, especially
young people, revealed by the Atlas of Violence 20205, the age in which the

majority of the black trans population die:

One of the main expressions of racial inequalities in Brazil is the strong
concentration of lethal violence rates in the black population. While
young blacks figure as the main homicide victims in the country and the
death rates of blacks have grown strongly over the years, mortality rates
among whites are much lower when compared to the first ones and, in
many cases, have reduced. (ATLAS OF VIOLENCE, 2020, p. 47).

Unfortunately not all cases are reported with the description and / or
photos of the victim, which could assist in the recognition. We collected these data,
however, it is possible that they do not reflect what happened to the black trans
population in 2020.

When we add black people 40 (forty), brown people 15 (fifteen),
indigenous 1 (one) and without identification 80 (eighty), we have a total of

73.91% in relation to the 26.09% of people identified as white, when it was

> Available at: <https://www.ipea.gov.br/atlasviolencia/arquivos/artigos/3519-

atlasdaviolencia2020completo.pdf>. Accessed on: 15 jan. 2021.
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S
verified the continuity of the process of deepening racial inequality in the
indicators of lethal violence in Brazil, brutally affecting transvestites, black trans

women and black trans men.

RACE/ COLOR OF VICTIMS
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15

48

40

1

m Yellow mWhite Indigenous mBlack ®Brown

Grafico 06 - Propagation of Race / Color of Victims
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Propagation of Race / Color of Victims

Yellow 0
Whites 48
Indigenous 1
Black 40
Brown 15
Without identification 80
Total 184

Table 01 - Race / Color of Victims
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

When we looked at the category related to the profession / occupation, we

had the largest number of unidentified cases, portrayed in 96 (ninety-six), by the
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&
media, but when crossing the location data and the time of the crime we can realize
that they were sex workers, but, in order not to make the work done unfeasible, we
prefer to keep it as propagated in the media.

When the victim's profession / occupation is reported by the media, we can
see how much the formal job market is not yet open to the trans population, who,
for the most part, still survive as a sex worker. In almost all cases where we have a

profession outside that way of life, they are also informal professions.

PROFESSION / OCCUPATION

Hair Stilist 6

Unemployed

Detainee
Businessmen/Businesswomen

Militant

e e e

Pizzaiola

Sex Worker 71
Homeless 2
Nursing Technic 1

Salesmen/Saleswomen 3

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80

Graph 07 - Profession / Occupation
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

When we survey the data related to the causes of the victims' deaths, we
observe that, in most cases, murders occur through firearm shots, followed by stab

wounds and beatings.
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CAUSE OF DEATH
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Graph 08 - Cause of Death
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

In this 2020 Dossier, as mentioned in the methodology, we added the
category “Brutal Deaths”, as they are deaths of trans people, which we could not
omit or fail to catalog. The deaths reported only by the social network Facebook
and groups from the Whatsapp app are brutal, as it makes the life of that trans
person who was murdered impossible and that the media still ignored. Without
the media, in many instances, and especially with trans people, there is no justice,
aggressors and murders are not even identified.

In relation to cases of suicide, we also consider brutal deaths, as they are the
result of discrimination, lack of acceptance and social exclusion, which daily, fatally
affect trans people. We highlight that of the 22 (twenty-two) suicide cases, 08
(eight) of them were transgender men (36.36%). We separate this data:
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Graph 09 - Brutal Deaths
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Regarding the location of the homicides, we note that the highest
occurrence is on public roads (58.33% of cases), followed by the victim's own
residence (18.05% of cases) and then by another workplace of most victims, the
motel (4.86). These three sites correspond to a total of 81.25% of the murder sites.
We had 40 (forty) cases that were not informed at the location, 22 (twenty-two)

cases of suicide and 18 (eighteen) cases of murder.
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LOCATION OF THE MURDERS
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Graph 10 - Homicide location
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Due to the continental extent of Brazil, which consists of 26 states and one
Federal District, divided into five regions, we also portray the murders by Regions,
States and Municipalities.

Below are homicides by Region:
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Graph 11 - Homicides by Region
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

HOMICIDES BY REGION
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Table 02 - Homicides by Region
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

When analyzing the data separated by states, we have:
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STATES
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Graph 12 - States
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Now, homicides by cities follow, in alphabetical order:

BRAZILIAN COUNTIES
Agricolandia
Alagoinhas
Aluminio
Alvinépolis
Americana

EE N P = =Y
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Anapolis
Aparecida de Goiania
Aracaju
Araguari
Arapiraca
Augustinépolis
Barra de Santa Rosa
Bayeux
Belo Horizonte
Betim
Boa Esperanca
Boa Vista
Brasilia
Caapora
Cachoeira do Sul
Camagari
Campinas
Campo Grande
Campo Bom
Canindé de Sao Francisco
Caruaru
Cascavel
Caucaia
Ceara Mirim
Colniza
Conselheiro Lafaiete
Contagem
Cratéus
Cruzeiro
Cumaru do Norte
Curitiba
Deodapolis
Dilermano de Aguiar
Dourados
Embu-Guacu
Feira de Santana
Florianépolis
Fortaleza
Francisco Morato
Fronteira
Governador Valadares
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Ibitinga
Igarapé Grande
Ilhéus
Indaiatuba
Ipora
Itabuna
Itaperuna
Itaratim
Itu
Jaboat3do dos Guararapes
Jau
Jequié
Jodo Pessoa
Juiz de Fora
Limeira
Limoeiro
Londrina
Maceio
Mairinque
Majé
Manaus
Maraba
Marechal Deodoro
Marica
Mirassol
Missao Velha
Munhacgu
Mururu
Natal
Osasco
Pacaja
Pacajus
Palmas
Patos
Patrocinio do Muriaé
Pau dos Ferros
Pirapora
Porto Alegre
Porto Real do Colégio
Porto Velho
Queréncia
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Quilombo
Realengo
Recife
Restinga
Rezende
Ribeirao Preto
Rio Branco
Rio de Janeiro
Rio Largo
Rolim de Moura
Russas
Salvador
Salvaterra
Santa Cruz do Sul
Santa Maria
Santo Amaro da Purificacdo
Santo Ant6nio de Jesus
Santo Antoénio de Leveger
S3ao Bernardo do Campo
Sao Borjas
Sao Domingos
Sao José da Laje
Sao Luiz Gonzaga
Sao Paulo
Sao Pedro do Ivai
Serra
Sinop
Sobradinho
Sobral
Sorocaba
Taubaté
Teresina
Umbatba
Vitdria
Vitéria da Conquista
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Table 03 - Homicide by County
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Violence against the trans population has been a frequent concern of Trans

Brazil Network since its founding in 2009. With this social and institutional
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function, since 2016, it has been very serious about cataloging, monitoring
murders and human rights violations of trans people in Brazil. His first work of its
kind was launched in January 2017, being the dossier: “The Geography of the
Bodies of Trans People”. In 2018, he launched yet another Dossier, with the title
“Dialogues Surviving As Trans People”, monitoring the Murders, Suicides and
Human Rights Violation of Trans People in Brazil. In 2019, he produced the
Dossier: "The Exclusion of Identities and Existences of Trans People - From
Social Death to Physical Death", portraying the unfortunate reality of deaths of
trans people of that year. We arrived in 2020 with the Dossier: "Transphobia: the
Pandemic that Brazil has not yet Extinguished and the Social Isolation We
Know", with numbers of murders, suicides in addition to the brutal deaths of trans
people. Based on this history, comparing the consolidated data from previous
years plus the figures for 2020, we have the unfortunate view of deaths of trans

people in Brazil:

DEATHS PER YEAR

184/ f//// e
s L2

150

Graph 13 - Deaths per Year
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021
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Year/Month

2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
Total

Deaths of Trans People per Year in Brazil

Jan | Feb | Mar
16 | 12 | 12
9 | 13 16
11 | 22 16
11 12 13
19 | 23 | 13
66 | 82 70

Table 04 —-Deaths of Trans People per Year in Brazil
Source: Trans Brazil Network, 02 Jan. 2021

Apr

5
21
11
15
15
67

May | Jun
10 | 15
16 | 18
7 13
16 5
15 | 19
64 | 70

Jul
15
18
10
3
15
61

Aug | Sep
9 11
9 21
15 9
7 12
18 | 12
58 | 65

Oct
12
20
15
10

8

65

Nov | Dec
14 | 13
8 16
9 12
9 9
13 | 14
53 | 64
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Total
144
185
150
122
184

785

In the last five years, 785 (seven hundred and eighty-five) cases of deaths of

transgender people were raised in Brazil, for various reasons. These are alarming

numbers, considering its population. Each trans person who died, regardless of the

cause of death, had for the most part, a history of misunderstandings, throughout

their lives.

Trans people are violated daily by the stigma of being/ identifying

themselves as transvestites or transsexuals and, as a result, they are excluded from

work opportunities, family life and a society that still spreads hatred against the

trans population, provoking isolation social, not motivated by a pandemic due to

the contamination of a virus, but by an evil that Brazil has not yet extinguished:

TRANSPHOBIA.
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Education: From Invisibility to
Exclusion in the School /
Academic Space

Adriana Lohanna dos Santos®

Talking about the presence of transgender people in the educational space
has been a very peculiar and necessary discussion today, as we see the alarming
growth of transphobia in our society and, often, based on a heteronormative
“hygienism”, which at all times puts them in the condition of “Abject” people, of not
belonging to a gender binarism, which determines the bodies as male and female.

In this sense, it is up to me to begin this reflection with the following
question: What is the gender of a trans? What is the gender of a trans? For some it
is a difficult question to answer, since the possibility of the presence of a
transgender body in society breaks and puts in check the stereotyped and
heterosexual hegemony of the way people see and perceive gender construction.

"Is there a 'one’ gender that people have, as they say, or is gender an essential
attribute of what the person is said to be?" (BUTLER, 2003, p. 26). We live in a
society in which the terms boy, girl, man, woman, male and female permeate the
universe of our lives before we are even born; bodies that are “embedded” in
gender stereotypes and demarcators, conditioned by the idea that, “Normal and
natural sexuality is heterosexual.” (BENTO, 2008, p. 33). In this process, bodies are

demarcated, and having a gender means having entered a heterosexual

® ADRIANA LOHANNA DOS SANTOS is an LGBTQI + Activist; Master in Education — PPGED — UFS;
Licensed Teacher in Letters and Social Worker; Technical Reference in Public Policies for the LGBTQI +
population — SEIAS/Sergipe, Brazil; Researcher in the Gender and Sexual Diversity Area; Specialist in
Pedagogical Coordination; Specialist in Gender and Sexuality in Education.
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subordinating relationship (BUTLER, 2014). In these senses, Trans bodies
transcend and escape the rule.

Starting from the understanding that gender and sex are not synonymous,
being sex, the genital apparatus, and gender in addition to the apparatus by which
the production and normalization of male and female are manifested (BUTLER,
2014), it is important to include that gender , from a critical reading, it can be
considered as, “A constitutive element of social relations based on the perceived
differences between the sexes and [..] a primary way of giving meaning to power
relations.” (SCOOT, 1995, p. 86).

The presence of the “Trans” person at school represents the contradiction
and the fall of a binary and heterosexual gender system, proving from its existence
the possibility of refuting compulsory heteronormativity, in which, when placing
itself in this “risk position” , that is, when the trans person assumes his
transsexuality, he assumes his existence in society and at school as “different”, thus
becoming understood as a deviant being, emerging as a response to this system
that organizes life based on production of “normal” subjects, and that locates the
truth of identities in body structures. (BENTO, 2008).

From this perspective, the existence of transsexuality and other transient
experiences between genders show us that we are not obliged to comply with the
norm placed and destined for our bodies, but that it is necessary to understand
that sexual and gender diversity is a reality in our society as well as in our schools/
universities. The presence of transsexual people in the school / academic space is
an expressively relative reality and still in emergency, if we take into account that
for these people our society has always given the streets as the only space and as a
means of survival, in the vast majority of cases, compulsory prostitution.

Living transsexuality is not one of the best experiences that a human being
can have in the educational space, if we consider all the segregation and violence
that these people go through, due to the reproduction of compulsory
heteronormativity, in our society that place them as abnormal, deviated, disturbed,

sick, among other adjectives.
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Thus, as in society, at school these norms and concepts are also reproduced, a
recurrent “Heteroterrorism” that constantly victimizes the “deviants” of
heterosexuality, and in this context, when it comes to prejudice and discrimination,
transsexual people suffer more, by destabilizing such social norms.

When it comes to the trajectories of transsexual people in education, it can be
concluded that everyone has experienced problems of segregation in basic
education, in which they have been victimized, excluded and violated in their
schools, leading to dropout and quitclaim/ expulsion from school and the low rate
of access to higher education.

The first major obstacle to a transgender person's school life is the lack of
recognition of their gender identity and disrespect for the use of the social name,
when requested. When this right is respected, it is important that the educational
system conceives the understanding that it is not only giving the right to use the
social name to the trans person who will solve the whole problem, involving
transsexual people in the educational field, it is important to state that institutions
teaching, even when they guarantee the right to use the social name, close their
eyes as to the right to use the restrooms and other rights for those people.

It is necessary to understand that the presence of trans bodies is a reality in
education and that the time has come for our educational system, in an
institutional way, to recognize differences, which is a great step to question
existing inequalities, thus thinking about the need to change the power relations
for the benefit of those who, in education, have historically been segregated and

subalternized.
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Transvestites/ Transsexualities
and Public Health in a
disrespectful Government

Alicia Kriiger?

Transvestites and transsexuals have historically faced difficulties in
accessing health services in Brazil. Over the years, the real responsible for the
gradual increase in access of trans people to public health were the Social
Movements, through joint technical meetings, which resulted in Ordinances and
Decrees of the Executive Branch, such as the National LGBT Comprehensive Health
Policy and the Transsexualizing Process. In short, no access was given to the trans
population, but was achieved through a lot of struggle and technical work in
detailed discussions at the central, state and municipal levels (1).

As previously mentioned, almost all public health policies for transgender
people come from Executive Decrees and Decrees, which are infra legal
frameworks and, therefore, subject to change or even suspension by the executive
himself. Not being fixed state policies, they are at the mercy of government
decisions. It should only be stressed that this score should not remove the
importance of these public policies or the hard historical work of the social
movements, but rather serve as a warning to demand and pressure the Brazilian
Legislature, to make these policies perennial in Brazil, because it is known that the

current federal government has a power plan that effectively seeks to undermine

7 ALICIA KRUGER is a Clinical Pharmacist; Master in Public Health (UnB, 2018) and PhD student in
Medicine at the Paulista School of Medicine at UNIFESP. She served for almost 6 years as Technical
Advisor to the Department of Chronic Conditions and Sexually Transmitted Infections at the Ministry of
Health. She was also a Consultant for PAHO and ILO Brazil. She is the current president of the Brazilian
Professional Association for the Integral Health of Transvestites, Transsexuals and Intersex (ABRASITTI).
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all the rights of trans people, with well-designed genocidal goals, based on the
fallacy of “gender ideology”.

The recent research by the collective #VoteLGBT, from 2020, which
included researchers from the State University of Campinas (Unicamp) and the
Federal University of Minas Gerais (UFMG), reveals the situation of LGBT people
during the COVID-19 pandemic in Brazil . Of the nearly ten thousand Brazilian
people interviewed, 44% were lesbians; 34% of gays; 47% of bisexual and
pansexual people; and 42% of transgender people feared they might have a mental
health problem during the new Coronavirus pandemic. In addition, a vulnerability
index for these people to COVID-19 called the LGBT + Vulnerability Index to
COVID-19 (IVLC) was developed, which measured different levels of risk and
impact of the disease on health, income and work among LGBT people, according
to race, sexual orientation and gender identity, using the same methodology as the
IPEA social vulnerability index. The IVLC is an index that varies between 0 and 1.
The closer to 1, the greater the vulnerability to COVID-19 of the analyzed group.
Trans people reached an IVLC of 0.520 (considered serious), compared to 0.488
(considered high) for LGBT people, in general (2).

In addition, the real number of transgender people who fell ill and died due
to COVID-19 may never be known, as health surveillance systems in Brazil do not
have gender identity fields, making transgender persons not visible. in their
identity, being diluted between female and male, according to what appears in
their official documentation. This demonstrates a real inability and slowness by
governments and also by the Brazilian state in adapting the country's health
surveillance systems to make transgender people visible.

There is, therefore, a great need to expand the notion of health and access
for transgender people in Brazil, by the public health authorities in its three
spheres, in order to improve the access of transgender people to health. This
translates into an increase in the number of services, decentralization of care to
other points in the health care network and greater awareness of professionals.
The creation of a Clinical Protocol and Therapeutic Guidelines by the Ministry of

Health, based on evidence and the consequent insertion of medications for the
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hormonization of trans people at National List of Essential Medicines, are essential
to expand access, as well as the number of surgical centers and also training Basic
Health Units and other equipment. to effectively solve basic health problems of
trans people, such as stomach, dental, skin problems and many others that have
nothing to do with bodily changes.

The structure of services requires cultural competence in providing
comprehensive care for transgender people, considering health needs that go
beyond the Transexualizador Process. To make this reality effective in the lives of
trans people, the principle of equity, equally guaranteed in the Unified Health
System (SUS), must guide health actions.

It is essential that there is a continuous field of reflection on the health of
trans people. Care must include valuing the diversity of the trans collective,
without being fixed only on the institutional requirement of prescribing what is
considered best in terms of hormones, but listening to demands, reproductive
desires and the practice of commercial sex. For the NATIONAL POLICY OF
INTEGRAL HEALTH OF LESBIANS, GAYS, BISEXUALS, SHEMALE AND
TRANSEXUALS to become effective, the comprehensive and integrated look at
other sectors of society, in addition to the health field, is paramount in
understanding trans people as subjects of full citizenship and rights (3).

To conclude, we need to do the front. The phase of threats to SUS and the
lives of transgender people has passed; we are now experiencing the real
dismantling and advancement of the genocidal plan for our health and our lives.
We need to give the answer in instances of social control and also in the urn for

elections!

NO BOLSONARO, NO FASCISM AND NO GENOCIDE CONSERVATISM!
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OAccess to Civil Registry
Correction of Trans People

Carolina Parisotto8

The right to identity of trans people was recognized by the Federal Supreme
Court (STF) in March 2018, when it judged ADI 4275 / DF. From that judgment, the
trans Brazilian population started to be able to correct their own civil registry
directly in the registry offices, through the simple manifestation of will. In this way,
requirements such as judicial authorization, medical and psychological reports,
surgeries and hormonization, among other inconceivable requirements, were the
result of a mistaken view of body and trans experiences.

A few months after the STF's decision, the National Council of Justice (CNJ)
published Provision 73/2018, to give practical effectiveness to the conclusion
adopted in the trial. The Provision consists of a series of rules that together
establish the procedure for correcting the registration of the trans population
directly in the registry office. In this sense, this set of rules is extremely important
for guaranteeing the right to identity and, consequently, the citizenship of trans
people today. Even so, in some of its aspects, Provision 73/2018 needs to be
revised and improved in order to better serve and protect the human rights of
transgender people.

In dealing with the right to identity, the STF reproduced the guidelines that
the Inter-American Court of Human Rights (IACHR) brought in its Advisory

¥ CAROLINA PARISOTTO é Advogada; Graduada em Direito pela Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do
Sul (UFRGS); Especialista em Media¢do e ConstelacGes Familiares pela Pontificia Universidade Catdlica
do Rio Grande do Sul (PUCRS); Membro da Comissdo Especial da Diversidade Sexual e de Género da
OAB/RS.
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Opinion 24/17. Among them, the conclusion stands out that no rule, decision or
practice of domestic law, whether by state authorities or by individuals, can in any
way diminish or restrict a person's rights, based on his or her orientation sexual,
their gender identity and / or their gender expression (IACHR, 2017 p. 38; STF,
2018 p. 33). In relation to the registration rectification itself, the winning vote of
ADI 4275 / DF again resorted to the arguments of the IACHR on this topic,
reinforcing that the rectification of the registration of trans persons should occur
only based on the individual's will, without the requirement of other requirements
and through a procedure preferably free of charge (IACHR, 2017 p. 65; STF, 2018,
p. 37-38). This is because "the person must not prove what he is, and the State
must not condition the expression of identity to any type of model, even if merely
procedural” (STF, 2018, p. 38).

It turns out that some of the provisions brought by Provision 73/2018 of
the CNJ do not seem to adjust correctly to the conclusion of the STF in ADI 4275 /
DF, mainly because they make access to the registration correction difficult for
many trans individuals. This becomes clearer when we analyze the documents and
costs required by the procedure.

According to the CNJ rules, a trans person may end up having to submit
more than 20 (twenty) documents to obtain the correction of their civil registry,
among judicial certificates and protest notaries - the full list is in §6 of article 4 of
Provision. It turns out that all this documentation is not mandatory in similar cases
of modification of the registry through the will of the person himself through the
notary, with some examples being the recognition of a child, marriage, the
registration of a newborn, or the death of a relative. In all these cases, the
maximum number of documents required is hardly more than 3 or 4. Thus, if the
judicial and protest certificates, in addition to other documents - such as the
passport and the work card - are waived in other similar cases of change of
registration, it cannot be reasonable, nor fair, to require them only from the trans
population, as is the case today. But there are still costs directly and indirectly

linked to the registration rectification process.
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With the increase in the mandatory steps for carrying out any procedure, it
is natural to expect that the inherent expenses will also increase. And that was
exactly what happened with the correction of the civil registry of the trans
population, especially when one considers that the costs of the procedure are not
borne by the State, nor by the notary offices, but by the individual himself, as
ordered by article 8 of the Provision.

In addition to the more than 20 (twenty) documents that the individual may
be required to submit, as mentioned above, the CNJ rules impose on the Civil
Registry Offices the practice of several exceptional acts - that is, not mandatory in
similar cases of modification of registration by individual's will - to give regular
progress to the procedure for correcting the first name and / or gender of the trans
person. An example is in article 3, single paragraph, which determines the sending
of the entire procedure to the registry office where the individual was registered
when he was born, whenever the request is made at another establishment. The
other example can be found in article 4, §9, and in the aforementioned article 8 of
Provision 73/2018, which together determine that the registering officer
communicates, regarding the alteration of the registration, the issuing bodies of
RG, ICN, individual registration and passport, in addition to the Regional Electoral
Court and all judicial bodies that are conducting proceedings involving the
applicant person as soon as the correction procedure is completed.

All of these exceptional acts that the Civil Registry Offices must perform,
pursuant to Provision 73/2018, result in the correction procedure becoming more
expensive. But there is also a fourth situation, which the CNJ regulations referred
to only indirectly, in its article 4, paragraph 6, item XIV. These are the costs of
issuing protest certificates, the only mandatory documents for which the law does
not provide for any chance of gratuity. Article 4, paragraph 6, item XIV, of the
Provision requires the trans requesting person to provide negative certificates of
protests - which enter the list of documents not required in similar cases of
alteration of registration due to manifestation of will - of all the notaries of his
place of residence. In practice, without the intervention of the Judiciary or the

Public Defender's Office, a trans person living in the city of Sdao Paulo, for example,
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would need to pay around R $ 146.30 (one hundred and forty-six reais and thirty
cents) for 10 (ten) notaries' certificates. This without considering the fees inherent
to the Rectification procedure, charged by the notary to process the order.

Furthermore, the costs of obtaining birth and marriage certificates still need
to be considered, if the individual has not updated them and is not supported by
the legal assumptions of gratuity, in order to obtain them without having to pay
anything. This point becomes more relevant in cases where the subject had his
birth certificate registered in another city or state, since, in these situations, there
are still postal fees for sending updated certificates to the applicant. In other
words, there we see a gradual increase in total costs for the trans person to correct
their registration and see their institutionally recognized identity and their
citizenship duly respected and protected by the State.

It is for everything that was previously exposed that it is concluded that, in
current Brazil, compared to similar cases, for the trans person to make corrections
in his civil registry, it is not only necessary to go through more procedural steps
and submit more documents, but also you need to pay more. And this represents a
serious violation of human dignity, as well as the principle of non-discrimination,
invoked by the Supreme Federal Court, in ADI 4275/2018, which is unacceptable
in a Democratic Rule of Law.

As previously seen, the Federal Supreme Court ruled that no right can be
restricted due to the individual's gender identity, that is, by the simple fact that the
person is trans. This positioning allows us to conclude that there will be
discrimination whenever transgender people are required conditions that
cisgender people, in similar situations, do not need to meet. And it seems that it
was in a similar sense that the Inter-American Court of Human Rights took a stand,
commenting on the State's duty to "not create discriminatory differences in
treatment in relation to cisgender people, who do not need to resort to these
procedures [ registration] and, therefore, do not incur monetary disbursements for
the recognition of their gender identity "(IACHR, 2017, p. 59).

Thus, in relation to the costs and documentation necessary to correct the

registration of the trans population, Provision 73/2018 of the CN]J, as it stands
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today, however much it represents an advance in the protection of the human
rights of the trans population, cannot be considered totally compatible with the
conclusion adopted by the STF in the judgment of ADI 4275 / DF, in March 2018,
because, in some of its aspects, it presents unprecedented requirements that raise
new barriers of access to the right to identity, essential to the protection of
citizenship and human dignity of transgender people.

Consequently, this set of rules needs a careful and urgent review, in order to
effectively guarantee access to the civil registry correction to all, everyone and

everyone, should they so wish.
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Rectification of Name and Gender:
an achievement that needs to
broaden access to the trans
population

Cristiany Beatriz Santos®

The decision of the Plenary of the Supreme Federal Court, rendered in the
judgment of ADI n. 4275, March 1, 2018, which conferred article 58 of Law no.
6.015 / 1973 brought interpretations according to the 1988 Constitution and the
San José Pact of Costa Rica, in order to ensure the alteration of PRENAME AND
GENDER in the civil registry of trans persons, by means of registration in the
original registry, regardless of sexual reassignment surgeries, or the realization of
hormonal treatments and psychological reports10.

This Supreme Court decision corroborated the understanding of the
International Court of Human Rights, issued in Advisory Opinion N. 24, issued on
November 24, 2017, which ruled on the obligation of the Member States to
guarantee access to the name rectification and gender in accordance with the
Trans person's self-determination. According to the Court, the procedures for
modifying the first name and gender in civilian seats must follow the following
requirements: they must be focused on the full adequacy of the self-declared
gender identity; they must be based solely on the applicant's free and informed

consent, without requiring requirements such as medical and / or psychological
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certifications; they must be confidential, changes, corrections or adjustments to the
registration or identity documents must not mention that they resulted from
changes to adapt the gender identity; they must be fast and, as far as possible, free;
they should not require surgical and / or hormonal interventions.

Despite the determination of the Inter-American Court and the decision of
the STF, some Civil Registry Offices refused to comply with the determinations, on
the grounds of the absence of regulation. However, even before the regulation
published by the CNJ, some states had already issued rules for the registry offices,
including Sao Paulo, Rio Grande do Sul, Santa Catarina, Goias, Rio Grande do Norte,
Para, Pernambuco, Sergipe, Ceara and Maranhao.

On June 29, 2018, the National Council of Justice (CNJ) published through
PROVISION 7311, the regulations to guide notary publics in procedures in relation
to requests for rectification of the first name and gender of trans people. Among
the ten regulatory articles, it can be seen that nothing is an impediment for a
person to request the change, as long as he / she presents the documents (personal
documents and certificates), provided for in article 4, §6 of said provision, the
person applicant, even having positive certificates (civil or criminal proceedings)
as well as debts in the SPC / SERASA and protested titles, can and has the right to
request the rectification of the first name and gender directly in the notary offices.
Notaries may not require any other document that is not provided for in the
Provision 73.

Gathering the documentation, the applicant must go to the Civil Registry of
Natural Persons (RCPN) where he was registered, or at any registry office in the
Brazilian territory and make the request. The entire process is carried out
administratively, without the need for judicial authorization. It is important to note
that the application can only be made by the applicant. The change does not
include the signature (last name). The numbers of the personal documents will
remain the same. It is the applicant's responsibility and obligation to request a
change of first name and gender in all personal documents, as well as personal

records.

" Available at: <https://www.cnj.jus.br/wp-

content/uploads/2018/06/434a36¢27d599882610e933b8505d0f0.pdf>. Accessed on: 12 jan. 2021.
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Regarding costs, as the applicant can request the change, there is therefore
no need to accompany a lawyer, let alone costs with such hiring. It is also
important that the applicant appropriates the norms and rules provided for in
Provision 73. In relation to the costs for acquiring the documents, we can highlight
the updated birth certificate and protest certificate (these costs vary according to
the local table), the declaration of hypo-sufficiency, which is a formal document
that attests to the financial incapacity of an interested party to pay the notary
expenses and can be made in person or through the Public Defender's Office and
presented to the notary, to exempt the fees of these documents. However,
registration costs are a service that the declaration does not cover.

It is necessary to pay attention to some important observations that can
hinder the agility of the procedure for changing the first name and gender. Trans
people need to make the request and enter the rectification request in a registry
office that is not their registration seat, they must first request the updated birth
certificate and the term “updated”, in the understanding of the registry offices, is
that document with dispatch up to 30 days.

It is also necessary to observe the title of voter, as applicants who have
issues with the electoral justice, need to regularize the situation by looking for an
electoral registry and pay the fines of elections that did not vote. When quitting,
request a declaration of electoral discharge that will serve to be added to the list of
documents.

Another factor to note is in relation to the negative certificate from the
military junta in which it is necessary to have done or do the act of enlistment, to
obtain the negative certificate over the internet. In this case only for trans women
and transvestite.

Finally, another obstacle is in relation to the proof of address, which must
be in the name of the applicant himself or with the presentation of a residence
declaration, notarized by the owner. It should be noted that the proof of address
and the protest certificate must be from the same municipality.

According to provision 73, in article 4 of §6, the required documents are: I -

updated birth certificate; II - updated marriage certificate, if applicable; I1I - copy of
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the general identity record (RG); IV - copy of the national civil identification (ICN),
if applicable; V - copy of the Brazilian passport, if applicable; VI - copy of the
Individual Registry at the Ministry of Finance; VII - copy of voter registration; IX -
copy of social identity card, if applicable; X - proof of address; XI - certificate from
the civil distributor of the place of residence of the last five years (state / federal);
XII - certificate from the criminal distributor of the place of residence of the last
five years (state / federal); XIII - certificate of criminal execution of the place of
residence of the last five years (state / federal); XIV - certificate of the protest
notaries of the place of residence of the last five years; XV - certificate of the
Electoral Justice of the place of residence of the last five years; XVI - certificate
from the Labor Court of the place of residence of the last five years; XVII - Military
Justice certificate, if applicable. Remembering that it is necessary to present the
originals of the personal documents in addition to the copies!2.

As a right to have the first name and gender rectified, according to their
gender identity, notary publics cannot refuse to comply with the request. If this
happens, under any allegation, the applicant must seek competent bodies such as
internal affairs, which supervise the registry offices or the Public Defender's Office
and make a formal complaint.

Having a name that matches your gender identity will avoid embarrassment
for a trans person, allowing for more humanized forms of treatment with sectors of
society, such as the job market, schools / universities, access to health care and
even in the establishment of a registry own credit.

We realize that it is still not the reality for all trans people to have this right
acquired, due to several factors, often personal, such as economic situation, lack of
personal documents and also lack of knowledge of this right earned. For these
reasons, the relentless struggle of social movements, activists, activists, to
disseminate this information, as ways to guarantee the right to all trans people,

must continue, so that each time they can fully exercise their citizenship.

2 Available at: <https://www.cnj.jus.br/cnj-servico-como-fazer-a-troca-de-nome-e-genero-em-
cartorios/>. Accessed on Jan. 12 2021.
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The STF decision and the CN] regulation to change the first name and
gender is a historic achievement, reinforcing the guarantee of the rights of trans
people and the exercise of citizenship. However, the movement of transgender
people in Brazil yearns and will continue to fight for a Gender Identity Law, which
definitively ensures and recognizes this right, dignifying the population through

respect for their identity.
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(In)visibles in Pandemic

Dediane Souzal3

[ want to talk to you about the resistance undertaken by the social group
formed by Transvestites and Transsexuals, still marked by stigma, discrimination
and the difficulty of access to citizenship in Brazil. I want to think together with
you. What are the possible strategies of organization, in community, in view of the
fragmentation of collective struggles and the feeling of social isolation of the
subjects? Does it still make sense to bet on building relationships of affection and
solidarity, without romanticizing and without making our peers individually
responsible for the support we need?

In this direction, [ would like to draw your attention to an observation that I
have been making about the scenario that transvestites, transgender women and
men are facing in the context of violence and or violation of rights, which have
been highlighted in the context of a pandemic. We need to talk about the social
representativeness that historically has been denied to a good part of Brazilian
society and the possible strategies for minimizing the contexts of vulnerabilities of
transvestites and transsexuals in Brazil, especially in the Northeast region of
Brazil.

Recognition of the population of transvestites, transsexual women and men
only officially became a reality in 2018, with a decision of the Brazilian Supreme
Court that started to recognize the possibility of rectifying first and gender in
official documents, according to their identities, without the need for a medical

board or a judge's opinion to say who we are.

* DEDIANE SOUZA is a Journalist and Master's student in Anthropology at the Associated Graduate
Program at UFC / UNILAB.
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When [ propose reflecting on the access of transvestite and transgender
populations to emergency policies arising from the COVID-19 pandemic, we realize
that we activists have a great challenge, which is to remove these people from
anonymity. In the course of actions to distribute basic food baskets in the
territories where we are located, we realize that there is still a denial of our
existence, many of us still do not have access to basic documents to access these
public policies.

In the next period, we have the challenge of building joint efforts to issue
personal documents, such as individual registration and RG, and, in many cases, of
organizing strategies to rescue birth certificates that, because we are a floating and
migratory population, personal documents are often kept by family members that
we do not have contact with; this context is, once again, a reflection of the
vulnerabilities we face.

There is an urgent need, which is to boycott prejudice and discrimination
that keeps transgender and transgender people from the place of humanity from a
place of citizenship.

On the other hand, social networks are becoming a space for enhancing hate
speech against trans bodies. The ridicule of our identities is an everyday practice,
as well as the spread of prejudice and the construction of the caricaturization of
our identities is a reality on social networks.

Transvestites, transsexual women and men are already experiencing social
isolation even before the coronavirus pandemic. Exclusion and social and
institutional violence are stigmas present in the lives of this population on a daily
basis, which requires caution from them to experience cities, always following
rituals that can safeguard their right to life.

The contexts of vulnerabilities, which place trans people in greater contact
with violence, are demarcated and enhanced due to gender identity, which differs
from the socially acceptable and imposed standard norm.

So, I would like to talk about the place where we meet trans people in the
daily lives of large Brazilian cities: prostitution, almost compulsory; which causes

migration between cities, in most cases, more than two; family exclusion; and low
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schooling are relevant social demarcations to characterize the experience of
everyday, family and domestic violence, which intensify in times of social isolation,
since trans bodies, previously circulating in cities, are now forced to limit
themselves in small spaces , in which conflicts arise and for which other survival
strategies are needed.

The data systematized in this Dossier of the Trans Brasil Network (2021),
referring to the year 2020, present the reality that the bodies of transvestites and
transsexuals continue to be exterminated by a natural logic of stigma and
discrimination in its greatest perversity, call us to attention to reflect on the
situation of violence suffered by this population in their domestic and community
context.

The significant increase in murders of trans people during the pandemic
period shows that the protocols to combat COVID-19 (social isolation) are added to
other vulnerabilities of trans people.

The solidarity actions developed by organizations managed by transvestites
and transsexuals and / or by trans leaders at the grassroots were super effective
strategies, as an alternative to reduce the context of hunger.

During this period, it is also important to highlight that the population of
transvestites and transsexuals was a victim of the coronavirus and also of the
vulnerabilities that the pandemic accentuated. The numbers of murders of
transvestites and transsexuals have been increased. Unfortunately, we had news
that leaders of the transvestite and transsexual movement were victimized by
COVID-19.

Thus, several actions must be implemented to minimize the vulnerabilities
of different social segments that, due to social inequality in Brazil, already suffered
from violence, discrimination and lack of opportunities and that, in a time of
pandemic, social inequalities are accentuated and the most invisible populations,
such as those of trans people, are penalized with the withdrawal of their lives and,

often, silently.
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First, | think it is necessary to understand the multiple ways in which LGBT
phobia, as a structural system of domination, produces violence and social
vulnerability in the daily lives of the LGBT population.

In order to think about the relationship between struggle, affection and
daily life, most of the people identified as the perpetrators of the reported
violations of law had a personal or community relationship with the victim. And, in
the field of everyday relationships, which manifest themselves in the form of direct
violence, weakening the sense of belonging to the basic nuclei of human sociability.

As can be seen, the historical denial of citizenship of transvestites and
transsexuals by the Brazilian State is also accompanied by another type of denial:

the right to exist!

56



A social TRANSformation
on the Horizon

Isabelly Maria de Carvalho#

The country that Kkills the most trans people in the world, not by chance, is
the same country that has a record for trans candidacy in municipal elections in
2020. This is a process that says a lot about the social transformations (important
and necessary) that have been driven organized social movements of Transvestite
and Transsexual people. The National Network of Trans People in Brazil is a
striking example of this organization. This movement of Trans people in politics is
also directly related to the urgency of combating the various violence experienced
and experienced by the Trans population in Brazil.

I speak here as a transvestite/ transsexual woman elected to the councilor
in the county of Limeira, Sdo Paulo, for the next legislature (2021 to 2024), in a
context of movements contrary to these organizations, through conservative
waves and political projects, which do not agree with our guidelines and claims.
Through social movements, I was able to realize that deconstructing prejudices,
promoting the inclusion of Trans people in all their aspects of social life,
necessarily involves institutional policy - that of elected representatives.

Our greatest victory in the last municipal election was the impact on the
social imaginary regarding Trans people, demonstrating our ability to occupy any

sphere, including a space that has always been hostile to us, such as a City Council.

4 ISABELLY MARIA DE CARVALHO is Councilor elected for the 2021-2024 legislature, in
the Limeira Count, S3o Paulo, Brazil.
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The performance of a trans person in a space of power decision entails
double responsibility: the first with its subjectivity and the second with the
population of Trans people, who, historically, have their rights cut off and / or
neglected by the State and society.

Being one of the trans people elected in a country whose transphobic
structure limits us in all aspects brings an important symbolic load, in the sense of
deconstructing prejudices and reconstructing new perspectives, in order to
reframe the life and experience of the population of trans people in decision-
making spaces for public policies.

In addition to services, programs and projects aimed at the population of
transvestites and transsexuals, occupying these spaces also impacts the goals and
life prospects of the trans population itself, even providing incentives for building
new paths.

[ cannot fail to emphasize here the fundamental role of civil society
organizations in the search for the guarantee of rights for my political formation
and the construction of my social being, especially Trans Brazil Network, which
was and is part of this trajectory that, more than that individual, is collective.

For these and other reasons, the importance of the participation of trans
people in politics is justified, that we are increasingly affronted, assertive and
positioned, that we occupy all spaces, while our bodies are at the luck of any

government.
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Gaps, Access and COVID-19 in the

Context of the Refugee and Trans

Migrant Population in the City of
Manaus-Amazonas, Brazil
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Thiago Ribeiro Costal5

This text is based both on reports of experiences of trans refugee people,
migrants and who tried to access local services, as well as operators who worked
to help refugees and migrants to guarantee access to their rights. In this sense, we
propose reflections on the experiences of trans refugee and migrant people and the
grievance that COVID-19 brought, so that they can enter services, to live with
dignity and access social assistance and citizenship policies. In view of these
circumstances, gender issues and their intersectionalities catch our view, during
some processes such as registration, as soon as they arrive in Brazil.

We emphasize that, unfortunately, our country's policy chooses the people
who must live and those who must die.

The second wave of COVID-19 and the maintenance of the pandemic
increased the social and economic disparities experienced by the populations of
the most vulnerable strata and reveal that health, human rights and access policies
are precarious. In this context, we highlight the LGBTQIA + populations that may
come from intersections such as: indigenous population, indigenous peoples,
women who, in addition to the risk of domestic violence, are also those who are at
the forefront in health care for those infected by the virus , trans women, trans

men, non-binary trans people, intersex people, refugees and migrants.

> THIAGO RIBEIRO COSTA is a Human Rights Activist; Specialist in Sexuality, Gender and Human Rights
from the Federal University of Amazonas, Brazil.

59



TRANSPHOBIA: The Pandemic that Brazil Has Not Yet Extinguished and the
B”eg.pelmﬂé Social Isolation We Know — Monitoring: Murders, Suicides and Brutal Deaths
of Trans People in Brazil - Dossier, 2020

With a look focused especially on the trans population of refugees and
migrants, we were able to see several gaps that hindered the survival of these
people, from dealing with unemployment, prejudice, discrimination, violence to
the lack of housing and documentation. These people in situations of extreme
vulnerability find limitations to be identified and assisted, since the indicators used
in the documentation by the National Committee for Refugees (CONARE) and the
Federal Police, linked to the agencies of the United Nations (UN) in question,
United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and the International
Organization for Migration (IOM) are the readings of "man" and "woman", from the
perspective of cisgenerity.

However, it is possible to verify that there are ordinances and normative
resolutions regarding the documentation of the asylum application, application for
temporary and permanent residence and individual registration, so that they can
use the social name.

As Venezuela is not yet familiar with the discussions of gender identity and
possibilities of changing name and gender in the documentation, people who
arrive from there to Brazil do not know that there is a possibility of using a social
name in the documentation of foreigners. In addition, UN agency workers and the
agencies responsible for the initial registration of these people here in Brazil do
not report on the right to use a social name, even because they do not know this
information or how to access it. This fact of misinformation directly affects the
trans person, whose gender identity is “invisible”, causing the implementing
agencies and partners not to have a significant number of people from these
populations identified, in order to generate projects or any other proposals for
improving assistance provided in your favor.

Another gap that can be analyzed involves gender capital, in which the
gender attributed to birth brings as a factor that benefits in the speed of being
recognized as a refugee, being able to obtain custody of children and other cases of
high complexity that take time to finalize. .

An example of the benefits of gender capital would be a trans man with an

underage sister who both urgently need shelter and the trans man omits his male
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gender identity in order to enter safer and more structured shelters, which accept
only women “read” within cisgenerity.

In the context of humanitarian responses, it is noted that there have been
many advances in the tools for care of cisgender women, however, they do not
cover the LGBTQIA + population, especially the trans person. On the other hand, it
would be extremely important to improve these humanitarian response tools also
for the trans population.

Regarding the relationship of the trans population of refugees and migrants
with housing conditions, there are shelters managed by the government, via the
Municipal Secretary for Women, Social Assistance and Citizenship (SEMASC),
where they are able to receive a greater number of people and they are structured
in schools, social centers and multisport arenas. Most of the shelters offered by
civil society are managed by religious organizations, they are few and on average
they can accommodate up to 20 people, they charge the amount of fifty reais a
month (amount intended to maintain the site), and also as a third and final option
the accommodation at the Manaus bus station, managed by the army in the
exercise of the hosted operation, in partnership with local NGOs and UN agencies.
However, it happens that coordinators of shelters managed by the Government
make it difficult for trans women to enter, claiming that they may suffer violence
inside the shelter. Often the only alternative they find is to share living space with
other LGBTQIA + who are in the same situation. In general, they seek the location
of downtown Manaus, a neighborhood in the south of the city, as it has a large
circulation of people and easy access to public transport. The center is also known
for its streets and square, which serve as points of prostitution. In this way, women
make “programs”, acting as sex workers, as a way of survival and because they are
close to their place of residence.

Since there is a state decree that limits the operation of non-essential
commercial establishments such as bars and others, which allow the search for
clientele, trans women and other LGBTQIA + people who use sex for survival, as a

source of income, are more susceptible to the homotransphobic violence and
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xenophobia of popular people who transit through the place or even of policemen
who go round the streets and squares.

Other possible forms of income during the initial pandemic period were
income transfer programs such as a family allowance and emergency aid, based on
registrations made at the Social Assistance Center (CRAS).

Women who were being registered as heads of household were entitled to
receive the amount of R$ 1200.00 (one thousand and two hundred reals) per
monthly installment. However, the CRAS system does not have a field for inclusion
of a social name in the system, so foreign transgender women and also Brazilian
women would not be able to be recognized for their gender identity, nor
contemplated by this value in the benefit, unless they were with rectified name and
gender (which is only possible for Brazilian trans people).

In this way, it is possible to see that, in addition to the difficulties of
accessing benefits, just as the Brazilian trans population has, the refugee and
migrant trans population has a network of NGOs, agencies and other bodies that
are concentrated in specific areas, which are not always it is possible to be
accessed to the detriment of the violence committed by the local population and
also by the fellow cisgenders, who are receiving assistance from the safety net.

Considering the protection factor, it would be important for this network to
include non-cisgender identification markers in its indicators as a starting point in

helping these populations.
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